Explanation of The Faster Progress to Better Music Evaluation

Would you like to play or practice more effectively? This action could be the exact thing needed. It's a serious instructional activity and it requires a serious amount of time, money, and effort. I've written a thorough explanation here which you will need to read all the way through, all three pages. Frankly, if that's too much work for you then you are NOT serious enough about improving your playing.

Note: If you already have a trusted keyboard/piano teacher please bring your concerns up to them immediately. It's very hard to successfully teach an instrument if someone else is providing “hidden” suggestions. Let your teacher know something needs improvement and they'll help you sort it out. However, if you don't have a competent teacher at the moment, The Faster Progress to Better Music Evaluation can improve your situation. Read on!

Several years ago I realized that any keyboard/piano instructor's basic problem was the fact that most all the student's learning takes place with no instructor. Each student is actually his/her own teacher when they practice!

Folks find this uncomfortable. They worry that they are doing things incorrectly, reading the music badly, and/or gaining bad habits. A experienced instructor can recognize and help correct such flaws during the student's weekly lesson but, unfortunately, that instructor is NOT there. It's even worse when a student keyboardist/pianist is without any instructor, such when learning solely from the Internet. What if the student doesn't even know that there is a problem that needs correction? Or, if they do have a “live” instructor, what if that instructor is not aware that a problem even exists? Will unsolved and unrecognized troubles cause the keyboardist/pianist to flounder completely or make less progress than they wish? 

I wanted a solution and I created one. I named it The Faster Progress to Better Music Evaluation. It's an EXTENSIVE and EXHAUSTIVE questionnaire - 149 questions over 18 full pages. The student fills  it out in detail and sends to me. I examine the entire form very carefully to determine what is “getting in the way” of that student's optimum progress. I then email the student with a complete set of recommendations based on my 23+ years of teaching and helping adult students. When the student applies my recommendations that student's progress barriers disappear.

I've tried out this action on all my own students who showed any signs of difficulty. I found that the depth of the questions “unearthed” barriers I only suspected. A few years ago, I begin to send the Evaluation to students and players in distant parts of the world. I was able to help all of them. Here's an email from a pianist in New York City:

Dan may have been thousands of miles away but he was a huge help in getting me past a playing plateau that I'd been on for a few years. I've been playing piano for many years but I was stuck at the same level; I can read music rather well but I could never play well enough in my mind to play in front of other people and I played too slowly because that was the only way I could keep from making mistakes.

I've been taking lessons the past few years but I was making only minor progress. At Dan's suggestion I filled out his "Faster Progress Evaluation" and sent it to him for input. I was surprised that just filling out the questionnaire and checklist made me realize some of the things that I was missing in my piano lessons. After talking to Dan about the checklist and my responses he was able to give me additional suggestions and helped me see that I needed to be more vocal with my piano teacher about what I wanted to get out of the lessons and he pointed out a few areas for me to concentrate on for improvement. 

In addition, I purchased his "How to Win at Piano Lessons" and found many new suggestions to improve my playing. The best one was how important fingering was when learning a new piece. That ONE suggestion and explanation gave me the breakthrough that I needed to take my playing to the next level. It was like a light had been switched on! During my many years of playing piano I'd heard teachers talk about fingering but no one had ever explained WHY it was important to plan out the fingering and use the same fingering each and every time. Dan's eBook told me the "why" and explained the "how" of fingering which gave me the breakthrough I'd been looking for in my playing.

In the past 6 months, since my "breakthrough" after getting help from Dan, I have felt confident enough in my playing to play for friends and family. This has been one of my main goals since I started playing piano. Thanks Dan!

Jenny Robbins

New York, NY

I was really encouraged by helping Jenny. Recently, I had another great success which might interest you. One of my best local students took the Evaluation (because I sensed something was not 100% with her) and I was able to dig out her root concern. She plays very well indeed but her enjoyment of making music was being hindered by a particular barrier which the Evaluation revealed.

My Faster Progress to Better Music Evaluation gets to the core of what is troubling the keyboard/piano player, be it technical, psychological, or otherwise. It can reveal a lack of knowledge or even poor instruction in the past. 

Details are required for a thorough and working Evaluation. With adequate information, situations become obvious and I can make the proper recommendations. I've found that almost all players have common troubles which have standard solutions - tried and true methods of improvement. I've been teaching folks like you since 1987 so I have had a very large amount of experience. I love teaching and this is a way I can assist distant students, people such as yourself whom I will never actually meet.

Here's how you take the Evaluation:

1. Click on the “Buy Now” button at my site. This will take you to a secure paypal.com page where you can use your credit card or paypal account to pay me for the service.

2.  Make your purchase. You will be directed to a page where you download the Evaluation. Do so.

3. Once you have this form, which comes to you as an “interactive” Word doc., fill it out on your computer. Take your time in answering every question. Provide that maximum amount of detail possible. After all, I've never met you face to face and  all I know is what you tell me.

4. Send me the completed Evaluation attached to an email. I'll study it thoroughly, evaluate your situation, and suggest appropriate actions for you to take. None will involve purchasing anything else from me (although you are quite welcome to do so!)  I will email you my exact questions if I need more information. I charge no more for this action of obtaining and then processing the additional info.

5. In the end, you will have my very best recommendations and suggestions, totally tailored to YOU and YOUR situation. It's not some “generalized statement.” This is the heart of the action - finding out what YOU need and want and suggesting ways YOU can get those things based on the time and interest YOU have to give.

6. However, I can NOT do the following:


A. Make you follow my suggestions, and


B. Make the impossible possible (such as make you a concert pianist!)

The Faster Progress to Better Music Evaluation could be the best time and money you have ever spent on keyboard/piano training. How much time and money? It will take you, the student/player, several hours to completely answer every question in detail. It will take me just as long to examine those answers and  then compose a complete and thorough set of recommendations. You will then spend some time following my instructions. The price is $100 for everything. I hope I've explained the action and convinced you it will work for you and will be worthwhile.

I'll leave you with another “testimonial,” this one regarding some “online lessons” I gave to a gentleman in Massachusetts:

I was first exposed to the teachings of Dan Starr through his books- “How to Win at Piano Lessons” and “How to Buy, Play and Enjoy a Digital Piano.” For an adult beginning or returning to the piano, I consider the first book required reading. If you are using a digital piano, the second book is a must read.  

Prior to beginning my online lessons from Dan, he asked me three specific questions. 

First: Describe my experience in playing the piano. (I am retired and have been playing for about three years.). 

Second: Identify the type of music I’m interested in playing. (I want to play popular music for friends, family and fun.) 

Third: Give a realistic assessment of how much time I could devote to practicing. (I practice, on average 45 minutes a day.)

From my answers to these questions, which were much more detailed than shown above, Dan laid out a series of steps, identified instructional tools and is providing the necessary guidance for me to achieve my objective.  For example, he has shown me various techniques for improving my skill in the area of rhythm, which was high on my list of skills I had hoped to improve. He has also established benchmarks to assess my progress as I move forward and develop other skills. 

I consider two factors essential if I am to play the piano reasonably well. Knowledge and Action (practice). The knowledge comes from the teacher. With his experience as a professional piano player and piano teacher of many years, Dan has that knowledge. I have been struck with his logic, clarity of presentation and explanations of not only What to do and How to do it, but the reasons Why it should be done.  

The Action must come from me. While I continue to move at my own pace, with Dan’s encouragement and guidance, I’m beginning to “hear” the results as I advance from one lesson to the next. I highly recommend Dan as an online piano instructor, and believe he has developed a uniquely workable method for teaching adults who are willing to fulfill their part of the bargain- i.e. continuous and regular practice.  

R.C. Atkins

Framingham, MA

